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Brussels, 18 September 2015 

 
 
Dear Member of the European Parliament, 
 
Firstly permit me to ensure you that Austria fully supports the task of the TAXE 
Committee and we too, look forward to our further cooperation. Unfortunately the 
response to your request for information GEDA C (2015) 31445 of 29 June 2015 
seems to have been misdirected. We apologize for any inconvenience the delay in 
answering your request might have caused. Please find below our answers:   
 
Re Action taken/planned at national level to increase transparency in the area 
of corporate taxation 

 Implementation of the CoC agreement to enhance spontaneous exchange of 
information regarding rulings 

 Implementation of the CRS (Gemeinsamer Meldestandardgesetz, BGBl. I 
116/2015) 

 Implementation of the OECD standard as regards banking secrecy beginning 
with exchange of information on request in 2009 and lastly the so called „Bank 
package“ (BGBl. I 116/2015) 

 
Re Action taken/planned at national level to limit corporate tax base erosion 

 Denial of the tax exemption for dividends that are deductible for the foreign 
corporation (Art 10 para 7 CIT Act) 

 Denial of the tax deduction for crossborder interest and royalty payments if 
the payments are not effectively subject to a certain level of taxation in the 
recipient jurisdiction  
(Art 12 para 1 subpara 10 CIT Act) 

 
Overview of tax rulings issued since 1991 
In Austria tax rulings are subject to tax secrecy. An answer to this question would 
require a legal base overruling tax secrecy. Neither cited the TAXE Committee such 
a legal base nor was it found by analysis of relevant EU and national law. 
 
All information shared with other MS according to Article 9 D 2011/16 (and Art 
4 D 77/799) 
In Austria such information is subject to tax secrecy. An answer to this question 
would require a legal base overruling tax secrecy. Neither cited the TAXE Committee 
such a legal base nor was it found by analysis of relevant EU and national law. As 
regards the CoC agreement mentioned above Austria sent since its implementation 
20 spontaneous messages (Art 9 D 2011/16) to other Member States. 



 
 
National list of non-cooperative tax jurisdictions 
Austria does not apply such an approach. 
 
List of current international tax treaties having an effect to reduce corporate 
tax rates 
Austria does not apply such an approach. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Gerhard Lerchbaumer 

(Signed electronically) 
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